One of the measures which is able to ensure the implementation of sustainable development aims is the institute of legal entities" environmental legal liability and its effective application. Three sorts of legal entities" legal liability can be applied in Lithuania, namely, civil, criminal and administrative liability.
INTRODUCTION
Industrial and other economic activities have a huge influence on the environment, and often such activities result in damage to the environment. No doubt, legal entities, being among the most active participants of social relationships in the modern civilized state, are also among the most important actors in the development of industry, transport, energy and other branches of the economy.
Thus, legal entities that have the pursuit of profit as the main purpose of their activities also become a part of major recourses of threats to the environment. Of course, while pursuing their targets of organizational activities, legal entities employ their economic, political and other social powers, and this way those entities have the capacity to make huge positive or negative influence on the lives of people, the society and the state. The permanently increasing promulgation of ideas of globalization by legal entities may be an example of such influence also having an impact on solutions of environmental problems. 1 Those objective reasons are decisive as regards the need of legal regulation, and protection of environment, as well as striving to ensure coordination of economic, social and environmental interests, and they become a priority course of every state.
In this context a mechanism of enforcement, used by the state, and an institute of legal liability are among the major measures, designed to ensure complying of legal entities with the requirements of environmental law.
First of all, the accountability of legal entities is related to the essential principle of social justice. Legal entities must be liable for their activities and for damage caused to persons, property or the environment. Principle 13 of Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992) lays down clearly that states, as a matter of priority, must adopt their national law on liability for damages to the environment and on compensation for victims of pollution. There was a growing gap between the efforts to reduce the impact of business and industry on nature and the worsening state of the planet and that this gap is Anyway, the negative impact of legal entities on the environment does not mean those entities or their members are evil-minded and destroy the environment 3 UN agency reports, "Efforts to reduce industrial effect on environment "uneven" // http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=3677&Cr=sustainable&Cr1=development
(accessed August 9, 2006 ). 4 Antanas Marcijonas and Bronius Sudavičius, Ekologinė teisė (Ecological law) (Vilnius: Eugrimas, 1996), p. 246-247. 5 The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania has said its word as regards the sphere of protection of environment, indicating that the state, which has a constitutional obligation to act in such a way as to guarantee protection of natural environment, wildlife and plants, individual natural objects and areas of particular value, and also to guarantee sustainable use of natural recourses, their restoration and augmentation, and may legislatively establish the legal regulation under which the use of certain natural objects (natural recourses) be restricted. The Constitutional Court has underlined that limitations and prohibitions targeted at ensuring protection of areas of particular value, which make a public interest, may and must be established not only in regard of the state and municipalities, as the owners of the relevant object, situated in the areas of particular value, but as well in respect to other owners and users of such objects, i.e. natural and legal persons. Therefore also the limitations and prohibitions, which interfere with property rights of all the owners, including owners of private land plots, forests, parks and water bodies, may be established. Constitutional Court has emphasized that all the above mentioned limitations and prohibitions shall be constitutionally grounded and shall not inhibit rights of owners and other persons more than it is necessary for achieving the aims of public interest. on purpose. A more fundamental aspect is that the negative impact of the business on the environment most likely is a recent way for business development and means for seeking profits and being competitive in a market. 6 And in order to achieve the aims of sustainable development one always must obey the requirements of environmental law.
Keeping in mind that sustainable development is a long-term ideology for the development of society, the institute of the legal liability of legal entities as regards environmental protection cannot be analyzed without considering the aims of the aforementioned ideology.
One of the means for achieving the aims of sustainable development consists of legal regulation by way of the institution of legal entities as regards the environmental sphere in order to achieve the objectives of environmental, economic and social nature. It is said that accountability of legal entities constitutes one of the essential aspects in pursuing the aims of sustainable development. 7 The basic law on environmental protection of the Republic of Lithuania -the The subject of the study of the article is the delimitation of legal entities" criminal and administrative liability for environmental violations in the context of sustainable development.
The aim of the article is to examine the delimitation of legal entities" criminal and administrative liability for environmental violations using a systematic 10 Description of the principle of prevention is laid down in In order to achieve the defined aim the following objectives have been set in this study: (1) to present the conception of the ideology of sustainable development; (2) to reveal the conception of administrative liability of legal entities in the context of sustainable development, also depicting its target and efficiency;
(3) to evaluate the aspects and efficiency of criminal liability of a legal entity for environmental violations in the context of sustainable development.
THE CONCEPTION OF THE IDEOLOGY OF SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT
Rapidly growing negative intervention of global economical development into the environment has become one of the most important problems of many countries, and the need of environmental protection has become a challenge to all humanity.
The refusal of further economic development and the strict limitation of human desire to possess ever increasing number of goods provided by civilisation would be one of the ways to protect the environment and humanity. But this contradicts the objective laws of the evolution of society and human nature, and thus, some other ways must be found to solve the rapidly increasing problems of the environment without rejecting further economic growth.
11
A few decades ago the international community found a universal method, 12 the method of sustainable development, which can be described in essence as the coordination of three social goals on equal footing, namely, environmental, economic and social goals. 11 The Project of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development of the Republic of Lithuania states that, as the balance to prevailing consumer-oriented attitude to environment, the concept of survival of humankind was also promoted, and according to this concept a rapid economic development was seen as totally contradicting with clean and healthy environment. At the beginning of their active functioning social movements saw the only way of survival for the humankind, i. e. rejecting further economical development and strict limitation of human desire to possess ever increasing number of goods provided by civilisation (Lietuvos More than 170 states signed the declaration which was adopted at the Summit. They decided that sustainable development must become the main ideology of development for those states while seeking for compromises between the environmental, economic and social goals of society in order to create global welfare for recent and future generations without crossing the safe limits of negative impact on the environment. 13 The global community, being aware that attempts to implement major goals of society without consolidating them does not lead to ensuring the welfare of the world community, described the strategy of sustainable development as a permanent, dynamic and continuous process, which demonstrated itself in the consolidation of major goals and their implementation. It is underlined in juridical literature that sustainable development is not a result of the process, it is the process itself, which is continuously going on, and it is a dynamic development based on human belief in future perspectives. 14 Despite the fact that the ideology of sustainable development has its roots basically in the need to protect the environment from negative economical intervention, it should be said that the above mentioned ideology does not see the environment as some absolute, indefeasible and sacred value. Realizing that many branches of the economy cannot function without using the environment and its resources, the ideology of sustainable development acknowledges the need for coordinating economic and social progress and environmental protection. 15 It should be mentioned that sustainable development is known as a useful concept and also as a source of basic principles, which emerged both at international and at national levels during the last two decades. The basic principles of society have been identified, purified and integrated in the ideology of sustainable development.
The principles of society, which have been integrated into the frame of the ideology of sustainable development, include human rights, economic, social and environmental goals, as well as equality and the fight against poverty, prevention of decline in human health and detrimental use of natural resources and ecosystem, 13 and also they include sustainable use and the principle that the "polluter pays", as well as the involvement of society, and the accessibility of information and justice. 16 It was important that the principles of environmental protection, economical development, social prosperity and other principles, as mentioned above, were not new, but their integration into unique scheme of politics, which was acknowledged internationally, provided good prospects for social policy.
After gaining its international recognition, sustainable development has become the most important conception of the politics of the European Union, 17 In the context of implementation of sustainable development goals the institute of environmental administrative liability of legal entities will be socially efficient only if the coordination of a consistent regulatory environment and a systematic attitude of the state instead of the fragmentary attitude to the institute of environmental administrative liability of legal entities shall take place, and also state policy will be directed to prevention of environmental violations. 38 Ibid. 39 For example, the bankruptcy of an enterprise and the resulting redundancy of its employees. 40 For example, waste non-utilization resulting from the bankruptcy of an enterprise.
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We should notice that environmental civil liability is regulated at the level of the European Union, and also there was an attempt made for environmental criminal liability, but administrative liability was left to national regulation. Of course, this might be the result of a diverse number of notions of the institute of administrative liability (e. g. French and Lithuanian notions). However administrative sanctions for environmental violations are applied in all the Member
States of the European Union, thus, the question appears, if it is worth to introduce regulation of administrative sanction system for violations of environmental law not only at the national level, but at the level of the European Union as well, and to provide common principles of application of administrative sanctions.
ASPECTS OF THE CRIMINAL LIABILITY OF A LEGAL ENTITY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
One of the principles acknowledged worldwide regarding punishment is the principle of proportionality, which means that punishment should not trespass the boundaries of society"s needs. One must say that evolution in understanding the object of the ecological legal offence and orientation to an individual and ideology of the sustainable development presuppose the increase by degree of the gravity for the environmental offences done by the legal entities.
Legal entities engaged in business often endanger the environment, environmental resources and their usage rules.
The need to apply criminal sanctions for certain environmental infringements determines the fact that some of those offences are very dangerous to human health, biological nature and cause great damage to the environment, for example, destroying or illegally acquiring natural resources.
45
One of the main reasons is determining the need to criminalize illegal actions of legal entities in the environmental sphere is inefficiency of a civil liability institute, the main aim of which is compensation of the damages, while trying to achieve the main environmental policy principles and the aims of the sustainable development. It is acknowledged that in the worldwide globalisation processes where a merging of multimillion capital companies is taking place, it is not enough to provide only civil legal damages compensation regulating mechanism, especially ISSN 2029-0405 VOLUME 2, NUMBER 1 2009 74 when it is intended to protect consumer interests and not to allow monopolising of national markets, protect environment from pollution and etc. 46 Both in economic and legal scientific literature there is expressed an opinion that civil law is not sufficient and not identical instrument, which could prevent persons from making environmental offences, while criminal law, on the other hand, could protect environmental values and interests. 47 The aims of sustainable development determine the importance of prevention principle in the environmental protection policy, which presupposes the significance of the criminal liability institute for a legal entity in the environmental protection. It is accepted worldwide that application of a criminal law for the offenders makes appropriate influence to the others, potentially tending to offend. In other words institution of criminal prohibitions is aimed to avoiding crimes. 48 Fearsome effect could be reached by criminal but not by compensatory sanctions. Other potentially effective kinds of legal liability in the environmental sphere, evaluating from the prospect implementing sustainable development aims, is legal entities" criminal liability in the environmental sphere. The need to apply criminal sanctions for certain environmental infringements determines the fact that some of those offences are very dangerous to human health, biological nature and cause big damage to the environment, for example, destroying or illegally acquiring natural resources.
One of the main reasons to determine the need to criminalize illegal actions of legal entities in the environmental sphere is the inefficiency of the civil liability institute, the main aim of which is compensation of damages, while trying to achieve the main environmental policy principles and the aims of sustainable development.
The efficiency of criminal liability institute in the environmental protection sphere, while endeavouring to the aims of sustainable development, cannot be evaluated separately from other branches of legal responsibility. In cases when the heaviest environmental crimes are done, the criminal liability for legal entities may be the only socially based liability.
In order to answer the question if administrative or criminal liability should be applied to the legal entities for the offences against environment, we should look to the nature and purposes of administrative and criminal law, because both branches of law try to solve social problems existing in a society while applying sanctions.
Also, in answering the question to which liability -criminal or administrative -a legislator should render priority protecting environment from illegal actions of the legal entities, we need, first of all, to analyse the object of environmental law.
The conclusion may be that while evaluating the efficiency of a legal entity"s legal liability in the context of the sustainable development one should use a systemic approach, fixing criminal liability only for the violations of vitally important
